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without attempting to provide any other means of sub-
sistence. It was as a direct result of this intense economic
pressure upon the poorest people throughout Spain—the
lesser industrial workers, miners, and agricultural labourers
—that the attempt was made in October 1934 in the pro-
vince of Asturias to rise against landowners, mineowners,
and employers of labour. The Asturian miners fought
bravely, but they were quite unable to withstand the on-
slaughts of trained mercenary troops and adventurers, who
showed their zeal for their paymasters by running amok on
every possible occasion. Punitive expeditions were sent
against a poor peasantry desperate by famine and oppression.
The new traditionalist masters of Spain were proving them-
selves to be many times worse than their predecessors in
the past, who, cynical as they were, had not hired foreign
coloured troops and rascals to butcher the people.
The constitution of the Spanish Army seems to have been
specially planned to deal with internal uprisings, for in
Spain there is one officer for every ten other ranks, com-
pared with one officer for every twenty other ranks in the
French Army. And the Spanish officers have been a caste
representing the interests of traditionalism. After the fall of
the monarchy an attempt was made to cleanse the Army
of reactionary elements, but in a country in which the Army
has been the traditional home for influential members of
the landowning aristocracy this proved to be impossible.
Furthermore, this body of officers had long been politically
minded : for a century the country suffered from one
military coup d'etat after another, resulting in reactionary
dictatorships of the most ignorant and oppressive nature.
In every one of these pronunciamientos there was always in
the background the wealthy and belligerent Church, that
great rack-renting, tenant-driving, and money-grubbing

